
As part of the HMG Trade Strategy published in June 2025, the UK is considering
opportunities to negotiate new bilateral Digital Trade Agreements (DTAs) with a range of
partners including Malaysia, Thailand, Kenya and Brazil. 

Below you will see background information on DTAs and links to recent agreements the
UK has made in this space. Further down are the questions on which we are inviting
feedback from stakeholders. We would be most grateful if you could answer in the text
boxes or in a separate document if preferred. If any information provided is commercially
sensitive, please note this in the responses.

What is a Digital Trade Agreement?
DTAs are a formal agreement on digital trade which combines rulemaking and
cooperation. Beyond that, the model can be flexible to meet the interests of both parties.
The UK has DTAs in place already with Ukraine and Singapore and information about these
agreements is available on GOV.UK. However, these agreements differ from each other
and should not be viewed as a template for all future UK agreements.

What are the timeframes to deliver DTAs? 
The Trade Strategy is a forward look for this government's priorities on trade across the
parliament. We are starting scoping work with the partners named in the Trade Strategy.
However, any future work plan will be subject to further engagement. We are therefore
interested to gain more evidence and stakeholder feedback on these markets.

What value do DTAs have and what are some of these benefits?
Digital Trade Agreements can provide many benefits to the wider economy. Value can
come both from binding digital trade rules which help to create the right environment to
support digital and services trade e.g. free flows of data; and negotiating side instruments
on cooperation which target specific issues of shared interest. These benefits can be for
both businesses and consumers – e.g. protecting users of e-commerce from fraudulent
practices and supporting strong protections for personal data. 

For example, with the Singapore DEA, these side instruments ranged from Memoranda of
Understandings on Digital Trade Facilitation led by DCMS to a regulatory ‘Fintech Bridge’
negotiated between HMT and Singapore’s Ministry of Finance. We have included some
examples in attachments and links of these cooperation instruments in practice, including
the UK-Singapore Fintech and Lawtech collaborations and UK-ASEAN and UK-Taiwan
Trade Digitalisation pilots:

UK-Singapore DEA Explainer
UK-Singapore Lawtech Programme
UK-Taiwan Pilot

COMPLETE OUR QUESTIONNAIRE HERE

Digital Trade
Agreement
QUESTIONNAIRE

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fuk-trade-strategy&data=05%7C02%7CPetya.Kovacheva%40businessandtrade.gov.uk%7C31ed94b4382447a5ab2308ddcaaf67ab%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C638889576886870733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nLGQQtMKLMR7v4hCzD7Xk9aB%2FM5ArCoZ9q8fLHtx3kY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-ukraine-digital-trade-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-singapore-digital-economy-agreement
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fuk-singapore-digital-economy-agreement-explainer%2Fuk-singapore-digital-economy-agreement-final-agreement-explainer%23tech-partnerships&data=05%7C02%7CPetya.Kovacheva%40businessandtrade.gov.uk%7C31ed94b4382447a5ab2308ddcaaf67ab%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C638889576886898768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R%2FM3NWvHbuoyND4BwpLxkwo914RpZKBRCMK5F5K9Egw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsg-great-legal.iottribe.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CPetya.Kovacheva%40businessandtrade.gov.uk%7C31ed94b4382447a5ab2308ddcaaf67ab%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C638889576886914549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XXMhcDycUdv7G1xquiRMaapTaiv0KPyjbhZEwyv2Gnc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthelogchain.com%2Fsstdp%2F&data=05%7C02%7CPetya.Kovacheva%40businessandtrade.gov.uk%7C31ed94b4382447a5ab2308ddcaaf67ab%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C638889576886929488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EyRxhb5HklqaK4ASvOcI%2F5LkSYLrIvoZ5goLYNBVY6s%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ySeJoM31BESsGwp2RAcT0rsEch2DgdRHnyW4RVgEnVNUMktBMDRJNVYyOEZaVEw4Rk1VUlZBTU0wVC4u&route=shorturl

