Ladies and Gentlemen,

A huge thank you to OCCI. It is a great pleasure to be here today to reflect on the strong and
growing co-operation between the Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce and the Osaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

When our two Chambers signed a Memorandum of Understanding 10 years ago, we set out
not only to formalise a relationship, but to create a Chamber to Chamber bridge between
two of the world’s most dynamic business regions. With support and dedication from OCCI
and our Japan Desk that commitment has already borne fruit.

The MoU has opened doors for companies of all sizes to explore new partnerships, to enter
new markets, and to share knowledge and connections. Our Chambers have exchanged
visits and | am delighted to have been part of our latest delegation of UK businesses visiting
this week.

The Osaka community have been wonderful hosts and the practical connections that are
being made will support growth, jobs, and investment in both our regions.

Surprisingly our new regional links have also helped other Japanese companies who
already have a presence in the UK to better connect with the UK wider business
community.

Companies like Konami, who, working with the Department of Business and Trade, set up
their European HQ in Windsor close to the royal household and now are active Chamber
members. Konami hosted our Chamber and the Japanese Ambassador to the UK for the
launch of this most recent trade mission to Osaka, Kyoto and the Expo.

The Thames Valley is often described as the UK’s true “Silicon Valley,” home to a
concentration of global technology firms, life sciences, advanced manufacturing, and an
ecosystem of innovative SMEs. Osaka, with its reputation for industrial excellence,
scientific research, and international trade, is a natural partner. Together, we bring
complementary strengths — technology and creativity from our side, world-leading
manufacturing and innovation from yours.

The relationship between our two countries is as strong as it has ever been. Work between
the UK and Japanese Government to create new bi lateral trade agreements means the
best time is now for business to take advantage.

Chambers of Commerce play a crucial role as connectors, working with organisations such
as METI Kansai, OCCIl and SME Support Japan and the Department of Business and Trade.
We want to give businesses the confidence to explore new horizons as we know how
exciting the opportunities in Japan are.



