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SEGRO ANNOUNCED AS BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

 AT THE SLOUGH CHAMBER AWARDS

On 25 February, over 250 business leaders gathered at the Copthorne Hotel, Slough, for the highly anticipated Slough Chamber Awards 2010 Gala Dinner. Created with the aim of recognising and celebrating the businesses that have contributed to Slough’s thriving economic success, the Gala Dinner welcomed Ricky Gervais lookalike, Tim Oliver, as the MC, with music from Stringsaloud string quartet.
Walking away with the top accolade of Business of the Year was SEGRO, a commercial property investment and development company that leads the way in the provision of flexible business space across Europe. Operating in ten countries, its property portfolio includes offices, light industrial, logistics, warehouses and datacentre properties.

In its winning submission, SEGRO highlighted its exemplary levels of client satisfaction, people development, commercial development as well as its green credentials. However, tipping the balance in favour of SEGRO - away from close runners up Vision and Age Concern (Slough and Berkshire East) – was its 1.09bn acquisition of Brixton, a long standing competitor, which was one of the largest transactions in the UK in 2009. 

Commenting Gavin Spencer, senior business manager for the Slough Chamber of Commerce, said: “Although the competition for this category was rife, SEGRO stood out as a clear winner. It is a shining example of the exceptional businesses that Slough is renowned for. We would like to congratulate SEGRO and runners up Vision and Age Concern – all three of which deserve to be applauded for their dedication, commitment and overall achievements.”
Other winners on the night included: Hygiene Group Ltd (Award for Excellence in People Development); Goldteam Recruitment Ltd (Entrepreneur of the Year); Signet International Ltd (Achievement in International Business); Website Copy Ltd (Most Promising New Business
); Beyond Creative Thinking (Micro Business of the Year); Datek Solutions Ltd (Excellence in Customer Service); Bucks Laboratories Limited and System Associates Ltd (The Award for Innovation); and Mars Chocolate UK (The Green Award).

Following the awards ceremony a charity auction kicked off, with 100 per cent of the £3000 profit donated to Age Concern. Items up for grabs included a Canon Ixus Digital Camera, signed and framed premier league football shirts, two Blackberry Bold 9000 handsets, an exclusive Houses of Parliament bottle of Scotch Whiskey, a Konica Minolta Biz Hub 20, and a fabulous race day package for four people and race sponsorship from Royal Windsor Racecourse. Items were generously donated by Amazon.co.uk, Telefonica O2 UK Ltd, Research in Motion, Fiona Mactaggart MP and United Business Machines. 

For information about entering or sponsoring next year’s awards, contact Gavin Spencer on 01753 870505 or email gavinspencer@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk 
-END-

Notes to Editor

Shortlisted companies in each category: 

Achievement in International Business
· Signet International Limited (Winner)
· Logfret UK Limited

· Oxford Filtration Ltd

Award for Excellence in People Development
· Hygiene Group Ltd (Winner)
· Euro London Appointments

· The Westgate School

Entrepreneur of the Year
· Goldteam Recruitment Ltd (Winner)
· Breeze Photographic Ltd

· The Real Wine Company

Excellence in Customer Service

· Datek Solutions Ltd (Winner)
· Royal Windsor Racecourse

· Vision

Micro Business of the Year

· Beyond Creative Thinking (Winner)
· Escential Limited T/A ScentAir Uk

· Targ8 Limited

Most Promising New Business
· Website Copy Ltd (Winner)
· ISE Partners

· Wilson Partners Limited

The Award for Innovation

· Bucks Laboratories Limited (Joint Winner)
· System Associates Ltd (Joint Winner)
· edgeofmyseat Ltd

The Green Award
· Mars Chocolate UK (Winner)
· Drivers Jonas LLP

· Greener World Ltd

Sponsors of the Awards

O2, Kinnarps, SEGRO, Slough Borough Council, Polycom, Haines Watts, UK Trade and Investment, Owen White Solicitors, the SEGRO Enterprise Quarter and the Berkshire Media Group.

About the Slough Chamber of Commerce 

The Slough Chamber of Commerce is part of the Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group, which works with businesses across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Wiltshire to help them achieve their full business potential through: meeting new customers; cutting costs; developing their workforce; influencing local decision makers; and arming them with business intelligence. Membership is available to all businesses. 

For all press enquiries, please contact Marianne Creaney on 01753 870 518, email: mariannecreaney@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk

