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WILTS, the UK's largest
independent electrical wholesaler,
has announced that it has been
awarded the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents
Occupational Health and Safety
Award.

The Gold Medal status is an
outstanding achievement as it is
the second year that Wilts has
achieved this level after receiving
gold for four consecutive years
before.

Employing 600 people across
over 60 outlets, Wilts is conscious
that it needs to actively educate the
workforce to hold safety and care
as a top priority for the business to
function.

Dean Todd, Wilts health and
safety manager said: ªTo keep on
gaining recognition for the standard
of our work safety policies is
incredibly motivating and
rewarding.

ªWe know as a business that we
need to make sure all staff are
protected and cared for in order to
stay accident free.º

NICK Beaumont-Jones has been
elected the new president of the
Swindon Chamber of
Commerce. He succeeds Kevin
Copp, who was president for two
years.

Nick, who was the director of the
Brunel Centre, said: ªThe Swindon
Chamber was founded in 1894 and
the chain of office bears the names
of many eminent people, so I feel
humble to be the latest in this long
line of presidents.

ªI have been involved in
Swindon's business scene since
1998 and have a driving ambition to
see the town continue to develop as
a strong business centre and as a
great place to visit. This role pre-
sents me with a great opportunity
to give something back.

ªSwindon has a great history of
engineering excellence which con-

tinues to this day. It is also well
known as a centre for innovation
and technical know-how.

ªThe town's location invariably
makes it the first choice for em-
ployers seeking to expand or re-lo-
cate and Swindon Chamber of
Commerce's role is to lead this
process wherever possible.

ªNew government initiatives will
make Swindon Chamber's role ever
more critical as a link between the
local authority and the business
community in the coming years.

ªSwindon does face many chal-
lenges and I am looking forward to
helping to make the Chamber a
leading voice and supporting every
level of business backed by the re-
sources of the Thames Valley
Chamber of Commerce Group.º

Paul Briggs, chief executive of
the Thames Group said: ªNick is

an experienced member of the
Swindon Chamber Council and will
make an invaluable contribution to
economic development in the area.º

Nick is a seasoned retail prop-
erty professional with many years
of experience in working with well-
known high street brands through-

out the UK and overseas.
Nick was also joint chairman of

Swindon Initiative and, more re-
cently deputy chairman of
inSwindon. Nick continues to have
a passion for Swindon and takes a
great interest in the continuing re-
generation of the town centre. As a
cost management consultant for
Auditel, Nick assists small to
medium size enterprises in max-
imising their profits throughout
the area.

Swindon Chamber will also ben-
efit from the energy and ideas of
Philip Montague, who becomes a
business manager this month for
Swindon. He will be responsible for
ensuring members receive maxi-
mum value from the Chamber ex-
perience which includes hosting
successful networking events in
Swindon.
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Montague

Soaring reputation

Info on the move

COMMUNICATIONS and PR
specialist, Soaring Worldwide
has been selected by the
Harrogate International Centre to
take on the management and
planning of its PR activities and
reputation management.

The PR campaign is aimed at
raising the profile of HIC across
the business events industry
using both traditional PR and
social media marketing
techniques.

Soaring Worldwide, based at
Lechlade, has extensive
knowledge of the business
events industry and will be
helping HIC focus on its core
market.

ARVAL, Europe's leading fleet and
fuel management company and
RoadSafe `Business Champion',
has launched a website designed
to promote road safety and
encourage its customers and all
businesses to implement effective
risk management policies and
procedures.

The new portal, at
www.arvalinfo.com/roadsafety,
offers a range of information.

EXCHANGE RATES
One British pound exchanges for:
US Dollar 1.51
Australian Dollar 1.78
Canadian Dollar 1.60
Chinese Yuan 10.28
Euro 1.20
Hong Kong Dollar 11.81
Indian Rupee 71.00
Japanese Yen 133.16
New Zealand Dollar 2.18
South African Rand 11.60
Figures from July 6, 2010

UK STOCKS (Price in £)
Barclays 2.83 0.14
BP 3.61 0.04
BT 1.34 0.04
HSBC 6.07 0.11
Marks & Spencer 3.43 0.04
Sainsburys 3.43 0.03
WH Smiths 4.15 0.06
Vodafone 1.40 0.02
EUROPEAN STOCKS
BMW 33.05 0.51
RWE 45.48 0.55
Zurich Financial 150.06 1.37
US STOCK
Intel 12.91 0.01
Tyco Electronics 16.11 -0.04
$ supplied by Redmayne Bentley of Abingdon
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