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This morning 

 

• Outline the BCC’s on-going policy work 

 

• Our take on the election campaign so far 

 

• What BCC and the Chamber Network want from the next 
Government 



BCC Business Policy Team 

• A small team at the centre that punches above its weight – 
by working together with Chambers and members 

 

• New approach focused on campaigns, communication, and 
economic analysis 

 

• Lobbying in Westminster – Government, Opposition, Select 
Committees, opinion-formers 

 

• Defending business interests in Brussels - e.g. PWD  



BCC policy campaigns 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

• Regional Transport Priorities map 

• Business Infrastructure Commission 

• Infrastructure Survey 
 

REGULATION AND TAX 

• Employment Regulation Timeline 

• Employment Law Simplification Report 

• ‘No NICs Rise’ petition coalition 
 

TRADE AND ENTERPRISE CAMPAIGN 

• Export finance report 

• New work on manufacturing, EU Services Directive 

 

 
 

 



www.no-nics-rise.co.uk  
• Say no to National Insurance Contributions (NICs) increase 

• We, the undersigned, call upon the Government to reverse the 1 percentage-

point employer National Insurance Contributions (NICs) increase planned for 

April 2011. 

•  

Businesses across the country know that it is imperative for the Government to 

begin the difficult job of repairing the public finances. But this NICs increase is a 

'tax on jobs' - and will discourage companies of all sizes from taking on new 

staff at a critical point in our economic recovery. 

 

• We urge the Government to work with business groups to find alternative ways 

to close the UK's budget deficit - beginning with a credible plan to reduce 

inefficiency in public sector spending. Any Government has to realise that 

additional taxes on businesses, especially small- and medium-sized 

companies, must be a last resort, not an easy way forward. 
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The election campaign so far 

• Dominance of popular vote winners that could harm 
business in the manifestos of all three major parties: 
• Labour: major rises in National Minimum Wage; ‘Cadbury law’ 

• Lib Dems: banker-bashing; extend parental leave to 18 months 

• Conservatives: work-life balance; cancelling Heathrow R3; 
immigration cap 

 

• Public finances: lack of realism and honesty 

• Latest economic data: will it help the Government? 

 

Our core message: put business back at the heart of the 
next Government’s policy-making. Critical for the future 

of the UK.  



The campaign so far 
• Positive manifesto commitments: 

• Labour: transport, infrastructure and planning; Budget measures to 
support SMEs 

• Conservatives: enterprise policy; reduce regulatory burden; reduce 
NICs increase 

• Lib Dems: no ring-fencing of NHS; infrastructure bank; business 
rates reform 

 

• Leaders’ debates 
• 1980s game show, anyone? 

• Nick Clegg – candidate, king-maker, flash in the pan? 

• How could they affect business policy? 
 

• What more can we do to put business first? 
 



Delivering for business 

• Top priority: a clear, costed deficit-reduction plan that 
begins in 2011 and reduces risk to the UK economy 

 

• BCC wants to see: 
• Intelligent cuts based on economic principles, not popularity. Should 

we be ring-fencing the health service? How avoid 25-30% cuts to 
infrastructure funding? 

• Policies that create a better business environment. A moratorium on 
new employment regulation; incentives for investment; moves to 
guarantee access to finance for growing businesses 

• Avoidance of costly new pledges – and straight talk with the UK’s 
grown-up electorate about the need for the private sector to drive 
future growth 

 

 

 



Delivering for business 

• BCC Ninety-Day Plan for Business Growth: 

 
• Pragmatic, practical measures that the Chamber Network will lobby 

for immediately after a Government is formed 

 

• Three core areas: infrastructure; employment (regulation and tax); 
trade and exports. These reflect the work of the BCC’s Business 
Policy Team 

 

• Based on our ‘Delivering for Britain’ manifesto 

 

 

 



 



After the election 

• Nationally - lobbying will continue on all the issues above 
 

• Here’s how you can help: 
 

• Lobby your new MPs in late May on the National Insurance 
Contributions increase. Thames Valley Chamber and others will 
have further information. 

 

• Insist on local and national policies that support business growth, 
from local planning decisions to the UK Budget 

 

• Contribute to BCC and local surveys – which give the Chamber 
Network credibility to lobby Government for policy changes 



Questions / Comments? 

Adam Marshall 

 

020 7654 5815 

 

a.marshall@britishchambers.org.uk 

 


