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The Government Must Support Our Exporters 
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) has today reported its December trade figures, which have highlighted Britain’s unexpected widening trade deficit with the rest of the world. The figures show that the deficit in goods and services was £3.3 billion in December, compared with £2.9 billion in November. 

Commenting on this Anne White, head of international trade for the Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group, said: “In contrast to our recent Quarterly Economic Survey results, which highlighted an overall improvement in the UK’s international trade activities, these figures show a welcome increase in exports; however, the rise in imports is stronger and the trade deficit has widened. It is clear that the much-needed rebalancing of the economy towards export-led growth is not progressing quickly enough.

“With the favourable international environment for British exporters, given the competitive sterling exchange rate and global growth edging up, the UK’s trading performance is not strong enough.

“To strengthen Britain’s international trading position, the government must be more forceful in its support of our exporters, implementing measures that ensure adequate trade finance is available.”

End

Notes to editors
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) report
See: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?ID=199 

Quarterly Economic Survey 

See: http://www.thamesvalleychamber.co.uk/881/
The Chamber’s International Trade Department

The International Trade team at the Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group provides advice and assistance to help businesses trade within the EU and across the world. For more information call 01753 870560.

About the Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group

The Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group works with businesses across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Wiltshire to help them achieve their full business potential through: meeting new customers; cutting costs; developing their workforce; influencing local decision makers; and arming them with business intelligence. Membership is available to all businesses. 

For all press enquiries, please contact Marianne Creaney on 01753 870 518, email: mariannecreaney@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk

