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	Events

Please do come along to our breakfasts and lunches each month. Not only is it your best opportunity to network with everyone, but we have some great speakers at each event too.

Here’s what’s coming up in the next few months.

19 March (lunch) 

Speaker: Roger Harrop, managing director of Roger Harrop Associates 
Topic: Staying in the Helicopter® - the key to profitable growth

16 April (breakfast)
Speaker: Brigadier Davis MBE, commander from 104 Logistics Support Brigade 

Topic: The Army and Society

21 May (lunch)
Speaker: James Towner, the chief operating officer at RCUK SSC Ltd. 

Topic: Courage and Conviction - Leading in times of change

18 June (breakfast)
Speaker: Ken Oliver, canal officer

Wiltshire Council

Topic: Should we include the Wilts & Berks Canal as part of the regeneration of Swindon Town Centre?
Click on the event name to book online or alternatively call our customer services team on 01753 870500. 

When you attend an event, please take a couple of minutes to complete the feedback form which is attached to your guest list. Your feedback ensures that we are providing you with the speakers and topics you find useful. Thank you.


	Welcome…

	
	Welcome to the 2nd edition of the Swindon Chamber E-Newsletter
This newsletter is not only about linking you to stories and companies throughout the Swindon area, but to let you know what the Chamber Council have been up to on your behalf. Who we’ve been speaking to, what events and meetings we’ve attended and any lobbying we may have done.

This is your newsletter, so if you have news you’d like to share, or a story about the Chamber or Chamber benefits you’ve used, please contact us – we’d love to hear from you.  

Contact us in the first instance on Swindon@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk.

Please forward this e-newsletter onto other members of your company/team for them to view.
Jo Bobbin

Newsletter Co-ordinator &

Operations Director, In-house Research & Training Ltd


	
	Newsflash

	
	The Chamber Council – Busy Bee’s
The Chamber Council members work tirelessly to lobby on your behalf and ensure that Swindon businesses have a voice. Below are some of the meetings, conferences and subjects that they have been working on over the past few months. This is not a complete list, but it gives you, our members, a flavour of what we do on your behalf.

If there is anything you feel would benefit from representation by the Swindon Chamber of Commerce, or there is a business subject you’d like us to focus on, please contact Kate Norris on 07918 054268 or email Swindon@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk...more 



	
	Major Business Conference Features the Three Rs
The Swindon MINDFUL EMPLOYER Network is holding its 2010 Conference on Monday 19th April, with a host of accomplished and influential business speakers. 

The conference, Promoting Healthier Businesses, will demonstrate to employers how looking after staff well-being helps to create a business culture that can dramatically improve productivity and performance. The event at the Swindon Marriott will focus on the three Rs – resilience, recovery and reputation…more
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	Don’t forget that if you bring along a guest and they join the Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group, you could start taking advantage of our new referral scheme.
If you think you qualify, please contact David Plunkett with the contact details of the potential member.


	
	

	
	Wellbeing Clinic Supports New Swindon Coaching Team
Coping with a life crisis or major life event can at worst upend, and at best unsettle your working life. Living with long term illness, caring for a sick relative, suffering divorce or bereavement – all these impact on our ability to maintain a stable and secure career…more 



	
	Have You Seen the Swindon Vision Document?

This document was prepared by the Swindon Chamber Council in February 2009. This document sets out the Swindon Chamber of Commerce’s (SCC) medium term policy priorities, its vision and intended actions to deliver sustainable economic growth for the period 2009 to 2014. Click here to view



	
	Swindon Twins with Mickey Mouse!

Yes, you heard right. Swindon beat 24 other towns to be twinned with Walt Disney World. 

A special Swindon exhibition will be run next year at Disney’s Epcot theme park to mark the occasion. It is the first time that the ‘Magic Kingdom’ has twinned with somewhere ‘in the real world’…more 



	Feedback

We hope that you find this newsletter useful and interesting. If you have any comments or suggestions for future speakers or topics you would like covered, please email:
Swindon@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk 

or call Kate Norris on 07918 054268  
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	Latest Swindon Unemployment Figures – January 2010
Job Seekers Allowance count – 5,683 representing 4.6% of working population in Swindon. This is 338 up on previous month (or 6%), but still 892 down (or 14%) on the peak figure in June 09. This is the first month we have seen a monthly increase since June 09.

Job Seekers Allowance count amongst young adults remains a concern. 1485 are still claiming, although this is lower than the peak of 1730 registered in May 09.
Unfilled vacancies in Swindon totals 1178; this compares to the previous month of 1383.  

(Data provided by Swindon Borough Council)



	
	Swindon Chamber of Commerce on film
At the very successful ‘meet the chamber event’ held at the Wyevern Theatre, Swindon last November, we had the fantastic opportunity to video the event.

Take a look at this short video, kindly organised by our president, Kevin Copp of The WorkLife Company and filmed by MWS Media…more


	New Members

We’d like to welcome the new members to Swindon Chamber in December and January. Click on the links below to find details of their companies.

We look forward to seeing you at forthcoming chamber events.
The Wellbeing Clinic
Jessamine Cottage
The Infinite Group
Envos
Hills Waste Solutions
Preece & Co
Pink Pepper Marketing
Energy2work
Chris Rogers Communications
AND solutions
	

	
	Swindon Chamber Council Members

	
	 Back row (from left to right): Iain Black, Nick Beaumont-Jones (vice-president), Les Durrant, Kevin Copp (president), John Davies, Gary Mealing, Mike Godfrey, David Latham, David Plunkett, Barry Russell

Front row (from left to right): Joanne Taylor-Stagg, Lisa Williams, Debbie Watts, Kate Norris, Jo Bobbin.
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	Council Members not in picture: Dean Mason, Christine Pratt and Graham Taylor

For more details on some of the Swindon Chamber Council members, click here


	Focus on Chamber Benefits

	Member to Member Offers

Did you know that you can make offers to other members?  If you create a Member to Member Offer it will appear:-

· On your personal business page on the Chamber’s online directory (www.thamesvalleychamber.co.uk)

· In the Business Bites bulletin, which goes out to over 2000 business professionals in the Thames Valley, in the first month of your offer

These offers not only provide support and help to other members, but they are also an invaluable opportunity for you to promote your business.

To create a Member to Member Offer, simply sign in and click on ‘submit a Member to Member Offer’ option in the Member’s Zone on our website.



	Using Your Member Directory

When was the last time you used your Chamber Directory? Did you use it last time you were looking for a supplier? Or did you pick up the yellow pages, or search straight on Google?

We all want local businesses to buy from us, for that to happen we also have to BUY from local businesses.  

Trading locally can offer you a wealth of benefits - so the next time you need something, look in the Chamber Directory. 
For more information on these or any other benefits, simply call our customer services team on 01753 870500 or visit www.thamesvalleychamber.co.uk. 



	www.thamesvalleychamber.co.uk

Tel: 01753 870500

Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Registered in England No 473106, 

a company limited by guarantee, 467 Malton Ave, Slough SL1 4QU 

To unsubscribe from the Swindon Chamber Council newsletter please reply to this email with the subject heading “Unsubscribe”



	


