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	Events

The remaining Oxfordshire Chamber of Commerce events for 2009 are:
 

6th October - Breakfast

3rd November - Lunch

5th November - Oxfordshire Property & Planning Forum with Royal Town Planning Institute 


6th November- Business Leaders Forum (Henley)

Christmas Event- TBC
For more information on Chamber events, click here or call our customer services team on 01753 870500
	Welcome…

	
	Dear Viv

Welcome to the latest issue of the Oxfordshire Chamber of Commerce’s newsletter. Produced by the Chamber’s council members, who seek to provide solid support to the business community, it aims to keep you informed on subjects that we feel may be of interest to you.

Supporting a wide range of businesses, from sole traders to large national companies, we know how vital small businesses are to the success of the region, and I am eager to hear from local business people, from smaller companies, who might be interested in joining the Council.

Don’t forget that if you have any articles outlining how your business is surviving in the recession, or have any interesting news about your business, we’d love to hear from you!

Finally, many thanks to Su Copeland from Torpedo for all her help with producing the newsletter.

Peter Smith, President



	Feedback

We hope that you find this newsletter useful and interesting. If you have any comments, would like to suggest topics for inclusion or investigation, or would like to submit articles, please email: oxfordshire@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk or call Kate Norris on 07918 054268  
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	Newsflash

	
	The Midcounties Co-operative – Community Investment


	
	Continuing its long history of helping society, The Midcounties Co-operative – which counts Oxfordshire as one of its trading heartlands - balances social and commercial goals to return a percentage of its profit to support community investment and achieve its goal of creating a better, fairer world. It does this through three strands of activity: funding, volunteering and project work…more
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	Be Vigilant Bin It – Don’t Block It!
On 5 August Thames Water launched Bin it - Don't Block It, a campaign to stop ‘sewer abuse’. This follows research by Thames Water, which found 41 per cent of customers flush unsuitable products down toilets…more
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	Member Benefits
Are you making the most of your Chamber membership? Do you know what all the benefits are?

For a full list of benefits, visit the ‘Membership Options’ section of our website.

Don’t forget, Kate Norris, your dedicated business manager, is on hand to provide you with all the support and advice you need. 

oxfordshire@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk or call Kate Norris on 07918 054268  


	Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group Launches New Website

The Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group is pleased to announce the launch of its brand new, innovative and content-rich website. Easy to navigate, with advanced functionality, the website allows businesses to find all the information they need about the Chamber and how to utilise their membership benefits…more
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	Chamber Council

The Oxfordshire Chamber Council is a group of volunteer representatives, who dedicate their efforts to support the local business community. There are twelve representatives on the council including: Peter Smith (President),  Liz Sale (Vice President), Gary Bloom, Su Copeland, Neil Evans, Steve Jones, Nicola McConville, Guthrie McGruer, Kate Norris,  Keith Slater, Huw Thomas and Peter Westall. 

For more details on each of the Oxfordshire Chamber Council members, click here
	Chamber Council Member Focus

	
	Liz Sale, Communications, Thames Water – Vice President

Liz works in the Strategy & Regulation Division of Thames Water managing the political and strategic working relationships between Thames Water and senior local authority officers, councillors and MPs within Central London. As the Vice-President of the Oxfordshire Chamber of Commerce, after four years as President, Liz will serve on the Chamber Council for as long as is needed, bringing her stakeholder engagement/communications expertise to the table.
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	Peter Westall, Head of Central Operations, Food Retail, The Midcounties Co-operative Society

Peter is responsible for commercial functions including ranging and pricing strategy. The Midcounties Co-operative is an ethical, community minded business which is a large retailer, a major employer and has 344,000 members in Oxfordshire. Peter joined the Council to offer their insight and provide the local support which is part of his company’s core values.
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	Spotlight

	Member Benefits – Legal Advice Line, Legal Expenses & Jury Service

Did you know that as part of your membership you have access to the Chamber Legal Advice Line which provides you with a 24 hour free helpline that will take away your legal expenses worries? This helpline is manned by lawyers and other professional advisers, who will give you confidential guidance and counselling.  

 

Run in conjunction with the free legal advice line is Chamber Legal Expenses. Any business fortunate enough not to have been embroiled in a legal dispute can count themselves lucky. No matter how well you plan and manage your business you never know when you’re going to face unexpected, expensive legal fees. This can include employment disputes, criminal prosecutions, property & landlord disputes and tax investigations. As a Chamber member you can receive free legal cover with Chamber Legal Expenses covering your business with up to £670,000 worth of professional fees and awards each year.

Chamber Legal Expenses significantly reduces the risk of litigation and provides your business with essential and immediate legal expenses protection and legal advice.

You can also claim compensation of up to £1000 if an employee has been called for Jury Service. The compensation payment is based on an employee’s salary, after the following conditions have been applied:

· Duration of absence is calculated to the nearest half-day (a working day being a maximum of 8 hours) 

· The compensation rate is based on a daily rate of 1/250 of annual salary 

· Any payments made by the courts are to be deducted from the sum due 

· The first 5 days’ absence are not covered

· Days 6 – 15 are covered

· Any days absent after the 15th day are NOT covered 

For more information, call our customer services team on 01753 870500.
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