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	I am very pleased to be writing an introduction to this, our first newsletter from Aylesbury Vale Chamber of Commerce. The newsletter provides an opportunity to let you know what is happening locally and more importantly to contact you all directly and hear what you have to say on local business issues.

In September 2008 when I became president, I said that I wanted to make the Chamber the business voice of Aylesbury. We need as many links with our members as possible and we need to know what you think is important and what you want from us.

                                                                              
We have great links into AVDC, Bucks County Council, as well as Government links through our wider organisation. We already talk to other business groups, and are a powerful lobbying voice locally. So what can we do to help you? If you have concerns then we want to hear about it!

I am very enthusiastic about Aylesbury Vale. We can do so much to keep this area live and vibrant, and a thriving business community is fundamental.

 

I look forward to reading your e-mails. Let’s make 2009 the year that the business community really stood up and made its views known.

Pascale Wood Atkins, President
	

	
	Event Focus  

	
	The Aylesbury Chamber of Commerce holds a monthly business lunch held at Hartwell House from 12.30pm.
The dates are as follows:
28th July
25th August
22nd September
27th October
24th November
Don’t forget the Meet the Chamber on 23rd July.

For a full run-down of all Chamber events, visit www.thamesvalleychamber.co.uk


	News
	Hot Topic

	Aylesbury Town Centre is Changing!

A major addition to Aylesbury town centre will be the Waterside Theatre, due to open in 2010. The theatre will be managed by the Ambassador Theatre Group, which runs the very successful Milton Keynes Theatre…more

	The Chamber is pleased to have secured a meeting with your local planning department on behalf of the Aylesbury Vale Chamber of Commerce members; if you have any views or experiences regarding planning processes that you would like us to take to the meeting then please contact Kate Norris on 07918 054268 or email katenorris@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk.


	Business Crime - Don’t Be a Victim

Have you heard about NAGs? Neighbourhood Action Groups are keen to have the input of local business. If you’re keen to influence decisions and encourage action on issues that matter to people in your neighbourhood, then please click here to find out more. For top tips on how to secure your business, click here.

	

	
	Feedback

	
	We hope that you find this newsletter useful and interesting. If you have any comments, would like to suggest topics for inclusion or investigation, or would like to submit articles, please contact Kate Norris on 07918 054268 or email katenorris@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk 


	Business Training from Aylesbury College
	

	Aylesbury College has invested time talking to local businesses about what they need from a college to develop useful training for their needs and has addressed gaps in its provision as a direct result of that work. Based on this they have now introduced a range of individual one-day training courses aimed very firmly at the business market – helping to develop local business peoples’ skills and knowledge for the workplace…more

	

	Spotlight

	Member Benefits – Networking

Gordon Bowden, financial adviser of Quainton Hills Financial Planning Ltd, provides a run-down of how Chamber membership has benefited his business.
The Chamber’s networking events have provided me with considerable opportunities to enhance the profile of Quainton Hills Financial Planning in the local community. Having previously worked in the City, many of our existing clients were London based and we wanted to expand our client base more locally.
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	The Chamber’s events are an ideal forum for finding out the concerns of business owners and informing them that there are potential solutions available to them. In the current economic climate people are often interested in my opinion of investment markets and the possible effects on their retirement planning. 

Networking has also helped me to build relationships with other professional firms including accountants and solicitors to whom we have been able to introduce potential business. This helps us to provide a more complete local service to our clients.
Learning about the service provided by local companies has enabled us to save costs on items such as office supplies. It is also a more pleasurable experience buying items from someone with whom you have built a relationship, rather than a faceless internet purchase.

	 

If you have any comments or questions regarding the items featured in this newsletter,
please contact Kate Norris, business manager, Aylesbury Vale Chamber of Commerce on 07918 054268 or email
aylesbury@thamesvalleychamber.co.uk.


