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Current operation…
5 passenger terminals

2 runways – operating at 99% of capacity

“Cranford agreement” limits easterly take-offs from northern runway

Average delays increased by 17% since 2000

Expanding Heathrow

Air Transport White Paper
“sustainable long-term strategy for the development of air travel to 2030”

– Aviation to meet full costs of its climate change emissions

– Tough environmental conditions for Heathrow

– Recognition of benefits of aviation

– Making better use of existing airport capacity

– Rejection of new greenfield locations

Growth in Air Travel
• predicted growth: 3.2% pa:

– 117 mppa in 2000
– 200 mppa in 2015
– 300 mppa in 2030

• average growth 1970 – 2000: 5% pa

• actual growth 2003 – 2006: 14%



• Direct support of 200,000 jobs

• 25% of Britain’s visible trade 
carried by air (measured by value)

• Tourism benefits 

• 15% of international air passengers 
fly to or from a UK airport

UK Aviation
• 100,000 direct and indirect jobs 
• 68,400 direct on-airport jobs 
• 9m foreign visitors
• 3.5m foreign business trips
• est 1.5% of UK GDP
• £11bn yearly contribution to economy

• “access to markets” and “ease of international travel”
primary factors in location decision of foreign firms in 
London

Economic role of Heathrow

R/ways 
2004

ATMs 
2004

R/ways 
planned

ATMs 
2010

Paris CdG 4 516,400 4 710,000

Amsterdam 4 402,700 5 600,000

Frankfurt 3 469,200 4 660,000

Heathrow 2 469,700 2 480,000  
[T5 cap]

The competition…

“we support the provision of two new runways in the South 
East in the thirty year period to 2030;”

“we support development as soon as possible… of a wide-
spaced second runway at Stansted… as the first new 

runway to be built in the South East;”

“we support development of Heathrow provided that 
stringent environmental limits can be met, including a 

new runway as soon as possible after the new runway at 
Stansted…”

White Paper conclusions



Indicative plan – White Paper

Consultations 2005 - 2008

• BAA – Interim Master Plan June 2005
• DfT – “Adding Capacity at Heathrow Airport” November 

2007
• “Improving public transport access to Heathrow Airport”, 

Heathrow Airtrack, February / October 2008

Consultations



• Confirmed support for third runway + additional 
passenger terminal + longer runway

• Opposed to “mixed mode”

• End to “Cranford agreement”

• Retention of Westerly preference, night time rotation 
and early morning alternation

DfT outcome, January 2009

• new southern rail 
link to Terminal 5

• Linked to existing 
rail tracks at 
Staines

• Direct train services 
from London 
Waterloo, Guildford 
and Reading

• Est. removal of 
5,000 cars from 
roads in 3 hour 
morning peak 
period

Airtrack

Airtrack Network

Key issues



• Local environmental effects
• Noise
• Air quality 
• CO2 emissions
• Traffic and transport

Key issues

• Landscape effects (visual and amenity)
• Historic environment inc noise impacts at Kew, Langley 

Park, etc
• Noise impact on biodiversity + nitrous oxide levels in 

vegetation
• Loss of Sipson village (700 homes), a primary school + 

community centre
• Effect on aquifer 

Local environmental effects

Noise - 2005 Noise 2030



• White Paper commitment not to increase 127 sq km area 
affected by 57 dBA noise 

• air traffic movements need to be limited to 605,000 ATMs 
in 2020 

• further increases only as “older, noisier aircraft are retired”

• full capacity by 2030 with reduced area of 113 sq km in 
57 dBA area

Noise - commitment
• Increases in NO2 for wards to north eg West Drayton, 

Pinkwell
• Reductions in NO2 to south, esp Stanwell North Ward
• “no forecast exceedances” of EU limits 

Air quality

• Aviation emissions:
– 210.8m tonnes of CO2 2020 –

2080 (3.5m tonnes per annum)
– 189.7m tonnes of non-CO2

emissions (3.2m tonnes per 
annum)

• Surface access emissions:
– 11.5m tonnes of CO2 2020 –

2080

Greenhouse gases Greenhouse gases
• National climate change strategy: 

reduce emissions across UK 

economy including domestic 

aviation by 60% by 2050

• Heathrow to produce 41% of all 

UK aviation emissions?  

• Effect on scope for other airports?



Ben Webster, Transport Correspondent

A new runway at Heathrow would result in every other British airport 
having to abandon expansion plans to meet the Government’s climate 
change target, a study has suggested. 

The increase in carbon dioxide emissions from an enlarged Heathrow 
would be so great that other airports might be forced to cut thousands of 
flights a year to avoid a breach of the target. That could mean scrapping 
new runways at Stansted and in Scotland...

The Times, January 28, 2009

Third Heathrow runway would scupper
Stansted and Glasgow expansion

• No assessment of the surface transport effects:
“a detailed surface access strategy is not a prerequisite 
for a policy decision… matter for the airport operator as 
part of a planning application in due course…”

• Reliance on enhanced public transport capacity

Transport – the missing element? • BAA to decide whether to prepare planning application 
with full Environmental Statement

• Determination by Infrastructure Planning Commission?

• Airtrack preparing application under Transport and 
Works Act ‘early 2009’

What Happens Next



• Noise
– more noise for areas to the south east of 

Maidenhead, north of Windsor + Slough

What does it mean for Thames Valley?
• Transport

– congestion effects in Thames Valley not yet assessed

– Airtrack to be welcomed?

What does it mean for Thames Valley?

• Economy
– further strengthening of Thames Valley as business 

location?

What does it mean for Thames Valley?


